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lliE INDUS SCRIPT AND RELATED SUBJECTS; 
A 8 1BLDGRAPHY OF RECENT STUDIES (1960-1'") 

Iravatham Mahadevan &. Mythili Ran~arao 

Though there are several bibliographies on the Indus civiliza t ion, none 
e xclus i.vely devoted to the Irxlus script has so far teen published. The 
present corrpi.lation , originally prepared as a \IOrk ing doc~nt for the 
seminar on Indus SCript (1'83) held at the T~il Univers\ty, Thanjavur, and 
circulated to the parti.cipants in the seminar and other scholars in the 
field , ; s a modest attempt to meet this need. A start has been made with 
the nost recent literature begining ftm 1960 . B. B. LaI' s paper (1960) on 
the Hatappan, Chalcolithic and HeqaHthi.c' graffiti and his conv incing 
dellW)nStration (1961) of the direc tion of the Indus Script, soon foll<lWed by 
(XXlIputer stooies of the SOYiet and the FiMish groups (1965) may be tr uly 
said to mark the beginn i ng of the new era in the study of the Indus script. 

'1he Bibliography covers COIFrehensively all the recent attempts to 
decipher , interpret 0( otherwise analyse the Indus scri.pt. Reviews of 
prop:>secl decipherments or analyses have also been l.ncluded. A special 
effort has been made to ~nclude Ind i<1n pubHcations especi,.el1y in the 
regional languages. All attempt has been made to incll.Xle the recent 
literature in related areas relevant to the understanding of the I ndus 
script, namely iconographic s tudies of the Indus seal~ifs, speculatials 
on the Harappan culture , religi.on and lingi.U.st ic affinities, 
inter-relat ionship between the Harappan and the west Asian r.ultures as well 
as between the Harappan and the later Inr:Han traditIons. ~Ue,stud~es on 
the Indus SCript are exhaustively covered , choice of li. terature in the 
related areas has , of necessity, been selective. 'Ihe Bibliography has been 
COIIlpIJter ised as part of the Database 00 InduS SCdpt bei.ng built up at the 
Tata Institute of F\lndamental Research . Borrhay . 

'1he authors do not c1 ai.m to have per used all the (Albli.cations included 
in this a l.bl iography: We acknowledge our indebtedness to the earl i.ee 
compilations, espec ially Asko Partx)la (1975), Dandekar (1973), Pande and 
RmDachandran (1971), possehl (1979) and fby and Gidwani (1982). A.zi de ' s 
unP'blished bi bliography (1968) was not available to us . We a re also 
grateful to Prof.A.sko Parp:lla and Prof.Gift Si. raroney ..me made avai.1able to 
us l ist s of their own and other publications tn the field. 

we have not iced that the earlier Il983) ver sion of our o:xtPl.lati.on has 
been published (with min imal changes) as an appendix to K.ZvelebH ' 5 PIlFEr 
(i.n) '!he .;'rdus yal~ to ~kong . Delta, ~. Ki~.rashima . (ed . ) , ~1adras. (1985: 
p . lSl) . we are vee locltihi191fie B~bl lography ,n these f>!oceer:l\ngs as 
it was originally pcesented by us at this Seminar and fUrther as it has now 
been t horoughly revised and brought upto date (l986). '1he a uthors IIOUld 
welcane corrections and additiQ"ls to update the CCI'lpUteIised Bibliogeahpy 
continually . 
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